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Multiliteracies
• A theory and a pedagogy for language 

teaching and learning

• Responds to the multiplicity of 
communication channels, languages, cultures, 
and media and how these multitudes impact 
our interactions in public and private spheres. 

• Cope & Kalantzis, 2009; New London Group, 
1996; Paesani et al., 2015
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Where does multimodality fit in?
•Social semiotic theory 

•Holistic understanding of how individuals make 
meaning from semiotic modes (Kress, 2003, 2010)
● Images, sounds, words, and embodied modes 

•Combined sum of all modal elements creates meaning 
beyond its parts (Jewitt, 2009) 

7



Digital Multimodal Composing
• Designing meaning by combining several modal 

elements in a digital platform (Hafner 2015) 
• Videos (Lopez et al., 2021) 
• Podcasts (Smythe & Neufeld, 2010)
• Hypertext literary analyses (Smith 2019)
• Let’s see some examples



Multimodal Literature Analysis (Smith, 2018)



Multimodal Vlogs for French Learning





Multimodal 
screencast 
project
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Why use digital multimodal composing?
Foster growth mindset (Dweck, 2006)

Belief that you can cultivate skills through 
resilient patterns of perseverance and 
diligence during difficulties



Why use digital multimodal composing?
● Promote agency & collaboration
● Motivate language learners ( Henry, 2019; 

Jiang & Luk, 2016) 
● Promote critical literacy (de los Ríos, 2018)
● Support language development 

(Canagarajah, 2011; Smith et al., 2021) 
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What kind of multimodal project can you 
incorporate into your curriculum?

A learning objective 
that you struggle to teach 
or your learners struggle 
with 

Digital resources that you 
already use in your courses. 
Should be resources make 
in the L2 for L2 users

2 options of where to start ideating



Start ideating: Your multimodal project
In-person participants

● Work in groups of 4 
● Dump your ideas on 

the notepads around 
the class

Zoom participants

● Share your ideas on 
the padlet 

https://padlet.com/namgott/multimodal-project-ideas-her2f3irqqmaqmwk


What kind of multimodal project can you 
incorporate into your curriculum?

A learning objective 
that you struggle to teach 
or your learners struggle 
with 

Digital resources that you 
already use in your courses. 
Should be resources make 
in the L2 for L2 users

2 options of where to start ideating

Circle your TOP responses that you could use as the 
basis for your multimodal project



List specific L2 resources 
La camisa negra, - Juanes

Mon Pays - Gilles Vigneault

(specific movies, specific songs, 
specific poems, memes, etc that you 
use with your students) 



Exploring your top ideas
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Let’s workshop your ideas
Two from in person participants and 
one from Zoom



Workshopping your ideas #1
● Your language & context: Chinese, community 

college
○ My life in Poetry - Introduction
○ Objective : Talking about likes; getting to 

know each other
○ Resource

● Type of multimodal project 
○ Images, sounds

● Structuring the project 28



Workshopping your ideas #2
● Your language & context

○ Objective 
○ Resource

● Type of multimodal project
● Structuring the project 
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Workshopping your ideas #3
● Your language & context

○ Objective 
○ Resource

● Type of multimodal project
● Structuring the project 
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Scaǃolding the project
Best practices for scaffolding digital 
multimodal projects, from research & 
practice



Break the project into 3-5 steps
⊹ Multiple due dates
⊹ Example for a podcast : 

× Step 1: Student partners submits podcast idea 
for feedback

× Step 2: Partners invite guest speaker and 
script out interview questions. 

× Step 3: Conduct interviews
× Step 4: Edit (and publish) podcast episode
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Mini Technological workshops 
⊹ Example 1: students create a multimodal 

hypertext poem in a French class. 
⊹ Task 1: Collaboratively read and annotate Mon 

pays (Gilles Vigneault) 
× Demonstrate how to use Google Docs, 

Google Images and YouTube to look up 
new vocabulary and hyperlink it into the 
document 
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Mini Technological workshops 
⊹ Example 2: Students make multimodal vlogs 
⊹ Task 1: Watch multimodal vlogs created by students 

studying abroad 
⊹ Task 2: Students to analyze how multiple modes are 

used (spoken language, music, text, font, colours, etc) 
⊹ Task 3: Ask students from the class to illustrate how 

they use video creation tools (Canva, iMovie, 
MovieMaker, etc) 

⊹ Instructor provides supplemental tech tutorials 
⊹ Instructor does not need to be the tech expert! 
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How will you use 
scaǃolding to implement 
your project?
[In person]: discuss with a partner

[Zoom]: Drop your answer in the chat



Break
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A word on AI (As of Fall 2024)
⊹ AI can be beneficial for getting an initial idea.
⊹ Modify as you see fit for your context
⊹ Reprompt as needed
⊹ My general recommendation: Use AI for the more menial 

tasks (i.e., rubric) and initial idea generation if you get 
stuck

⊹ Then use your own unique voice and context to iterate 
on the initial idea 
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Using AI to create a project & Rubric
⊹ ChatGPT or Google Gemini - Prompt 1.

I'm a high school Spanish teacher. I teach Spanish 3. My 
students are learning how to express their doubts with the 
subjunctive. I'm designing a multimodal project for them that 
addresses this. The objective is for them to express their 
doubts and emotions. What is a digital multimodal project 
that I could ask my high school Spanish students to do to 
target this objective? 
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Add Specifics to 
customize for your 

concept
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First, a few additional tips
● Importance of audience for digital 

multimodal projects
● Importance of sharing the project (either 

with classmates or a more authentic 
audience) 



Design your unit around the project
Over 2-4 weeks, how will you engage 
students in this project-based unit with a 
digital multimodal project? 

● AI swipe template (on next slide) 
● Map out what your classes will look like
● Map out the scaffolded steps and any mini 

due dates as well as the final due date
● Create a project description and rubric 



Grab your AI Swipe template copy



If time: Dive into design



Q&A 
Your questions as you move forward 
with your digital multimodal project 
implementation 

namgott@andrew.cmu.edu 

mailto:namgott@andrew.cmu.edu
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